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SIXTH GRADE KNOWLEDGE-A-THON 
 
 
1. Living things or things that have lived are called what? Biotic 

2. A large area of similar climate and organisms is called 
what? 
 

Biome 

3. Name the biome in which we live in Wisconsin. Temperate Deciduous Forest 

4. Name ONE of the eight major biomes. Temperate Deciduous Forest, 
Rain Forest, Grassland,  
Desert, Tundra, Taiga,  
Fresh Water, Salt Water 
 

5. Give ONE common name for Grassland Prairie, Savannah, Pampas, Steppe 

6. Name ONE example of a fresh water habitat. 
 

River, stream, creek, lake, pond, bog, 
swamp, marsh 
 

7. The concept of hiding the details of what happens in a 
computer system from the user? 
 

Abstraction 

8. Short for Picture Element. It is the smallest element, or 
dot, of the display on a digital screen. 
 

Pixel 

9. Short for binary digit. It represents the smallest piece of 
data a computer can store. It can only hold one of two 
possible values: 0 or 1. 
 

Bit 

10. Name the process by which plants make their own food? Photosynthesis 

11. What is the green coloring in leaves called? Chlorophyll 

12. A person who is trained to use technology, mathematics, 
and science to solve problems is called? 
 

Engineer 

13. Weather occurs in what layer of the atmosphere? Troposphere 
 

14. What is information or action coming out of a system? 
 

Output 
 

15. What is information fed into a system? Input 

16. What do the following instruments measure: 
        Barometer 
        Anemometer 
        Hygrometer 

 
Air pressure 
Wind speed 
Humidity 
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17. What are the two main causes of the seasons? Tilt and revolution of the earth 

18. What is special about the equinox or the day the sun is 
directly over the Equator? 

The day is the same length as the 
night all over the world 
 

19. Name the lines of latitude of the northern and southern 
boundaries of the tropical zone. 

Tropic of Cancer (23 ½ N Latitude) 
Tropic of Capricorn (23 ½ S 
Latitude) 
 

20. What is 0º latitude called? Equator 

21. What is 0º longitude called? Prime meridian 

22. Name the 5 steps in the design process in order? Ask, Explore, Model, Evaluate, and 

Explain 

23. The amount of matter something contains is its ________? Mass 

24. What is a device that detects information from the 
surrounding environment and sends it to the robot in 
electronic form? 

Sensor 

25. Name the four steps in mathematical problem solving. 
 

● Understand the problem 
● Make a plan  
● Carry out the plan  
● Look back to see if solution is 

reasonable 
26. How many faces does a cube have? 6 

27. What is the formula for finding the volume of a 
rectangular prism? 

Length • width • height 

28. A quadrilateral with one pair of parallel sides is called 
a_____?  

Trapezoid 

29. Two figures with the same shape, but not necessarily the 
same size, are called? 

Similar shapes 

30. 3.14 or 22/7 or 3 1/7 is = ? Pi 

31. What is the reciprocal of ¾? 4/3 

32. What do you call the distance around a circle? Circumference 

33. Part of a line having only one endpoint is called?  Ray 
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34. In 83 the 3 is called the __________? Exponent 

35. In a list of numbers, the number that occurs most often is 
called the? 

Mode 
 

36. What is the formula for the area of a triangle? Area = ½ base x height 

37. Name ONE type of triangle. Equilateral, isosceles, scalene 

38. What two bodies of water are connected by the Panama 
Canal? 

Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 
 

39. What is the poorest nation in the Western Hemisphere? Haiti 

40. Name ONE of the three types of islands that make up the 
Caribbean Islands? 

Volcanic, coral or limestone and 
continental 
 

41. Name ONE of the two landlocked countries of South 
America? 

Bolivia and Paraguay 

42. What ancient civilization was located in northern 
Guatemala and the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico? 

Maya 
 

43. Name ONE of the main exports of Central America? Coffee, bananas or cotton 

44. What is the capital of Canada? Ottawa 

45. Who was the Viking, Leif Ericson?  The first European explorer to reach 
North America 
 

46. Name ONE early European explorers of Canada? Jacques Cartier, Henry Hudson, 
Samuel de Champlain, or John Cabot 
 

47. Which Canadian province is the largest in area?  Quebec 
 

48. Which Canadian province is the largest in population?  Ontario 

49. Who were the first Canadians? Native American groups such as the 
Haida, Nootka and Inuit 
 

50. What was the first French colony in Canada? Acadia 

51. Canada’s culture is compared to a ____________ Mosaic 

52. What is an ensemble in music? A group of musicians who play or 
sing together. 
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53. What does SATB stand for in choral music? Soprano, Alto, Tenor & Bass 

54. What is a hieroglyph? Picture or symbol used in ancient 
writing 
 

55. One type of conflict in a story is person vs. self.  Name 
two other types of conflicts.  

Person vs. person, person vs. nature 

56.  _____________ is the main character in a story. Protagonist 
 

57.  ___________ is the person/thing that fights against 
(opposes) the main character in a story. 

 

Antagonist 
 

58. Name ONE of the purposes of an author’s writing. Persuade, inform, entertain 

 
59. What is a synonym? 

       What is an antonym? 
Words that mean the same 
Words that mean opposite 
 

60. Name ONE of the points of view from which a story can 
be told. 

● 1st person  
● 2nd person 
● 3rd person limited 
● 3rd person omniscient 

61. Name ONE of the parts of speech. Noun, pronoun, adjective, adverb, 
verb, preposition, conjunction, 
interjection and article 
 

62. Give ONE example of a non-fiction book. Biography, autobiography, poetry, 
memoir, informational 
 

63. Name ONE genre of fiction books. Mystery, historical fiction, realistic 
fiction, sci-fi, fantasy, romance, 
adventure 
 

64. Name ONE of the characteristics of a Sci-Fi story ● Characters human or non-human 
● Time travel 
● Setting in future 
● Science and technology 
 

65. In a non-fiction book, where would you find key 
vocabulary words and their definitions? 

Glossary 
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66. How is the index of a non-fiction book organized and 

where is it found? 
Alphabetically at the end of the book 

67. In a non-fiction book what is the purpose of the Table of 
Contents found at the beginning of the book? 

Its purpose is to let the reader know 
the section or chapter titles and what 
pages they start on. 
 

68. What is found in many fruits and vegetables and is a 
complex carbohydrate that helps digestion? 

Fiber 

69. What form of exercise conditions the heart and makes it 
stronger? 

Aerobic 

70. What heart rate is also called your training heart rate, and 
is measured immediately after exercising? 

Target 

71. What nutrient should make up at least 50% of your daily 
diet? 

Carbohydrate 

72. What is the most important of all nutrients? 
 

Water 

73. What are the three components of health related fitness? Strength, flexibility, cardiovascular 

74. What do you call the ability to hold a position? Balance  
 

75. How many hours of sleep at night should you be getting? 
 

8 to 10 hours 

 
BONUS QUESTIONS 

 
1. What percent of the atmosphere is Nitrogen? 78% 

 
2. What level should your voice be in the hallway? Level 0 

3. What side of the school hallway do you walk on? Right 
 

4. What are the 3 expectations at Houdini? Be safe, Be respectful, Be responsible 

5. Name the 5 body basics you do when someone says 
“Give me 5” 

1. Sit up tall 
2. Look at speaker 
3. Mouth closed 
4. Listening ears 
5. Hands and feet quiet 
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